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Flaming Gorge Working Group Meeting 

August 2013 

• 2006 Record of Decision Operating 

Criteria and 2013 Adaptive Management 

Operating Criteria 

• Hydrologic Overview 

• Spring and Summer Operations 

• Current and Projected Hydrology and 

Operations 



2006 Record of Decision 

Geographic Scope 

• Reach 1 

– Flaming Gorge Dam to 

Yampa River Confluence 

• Reach 2  

– Green River Confluence 

with Duchesne and 

White Rivers 

• Reach 3  

– Green River Confluence 

with Colorado River 

Reach 1 

Reach 2 

Reach 3 



2013 LTSP 



2013 US Fish & Wildlife Service 
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Hydrologic Overview 



FG May and Observed Classifications 

May Forecast: 480 KAF = 49% Average 

Observed Volume: 361 KAF = 37% Average 



FG May and Observed Historic Ranking 



Yampa May and Observed Classifications 

May Forecast:  778 KAF = 67% Average 

Observed Volume: 687 KAF = 54% Average 



Yampa May and Observed Historic Ranking 



Observed Unregulated Inflow 



Flaming Gorge Working Group 
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Spring Operations 

(Larval Trigger Study Plan) 



Historic Yampa River and Green River Flows 
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FG Release and Green River Flows
Calendar Year 2001

LARVAL PRESENCE FG release  (cfs) Green River near Jensen flow (cfs) Yampa River at Deerlodge flow (cfs)



Yampa River and Projected Green River Flows 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

1-
Ja

n

16
-J

an

31
-J

an

15
-F

eb

2-
M

ar

17
-M

ar

1-
A

pr

16
-A

pr

1-
M

ay

16
-M

ay

31
-M

ay

15
-J

un

30
-J

un

15
-J

ul

30
-J

ul

14
-A

ug

29
-A

ug

13
-S

ep

28
-S

ep

13
-O

ct

28
-O

ct

12
-N

ov

27
-N

ov

12
-D

ec

27
-D

ec

R
el

ea
se

 (K
cf

s)

Th
ou

sa
nd

s

Day

FG Release and Green River Flows
Calendar Year 2007

LARVAL PRESENCE FG release  (cfs) Green River near Jensen flow (cfs) Yampa River at Deerlodge flow (cfs)



Flaming Gorge Spring Operations 
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Current and Projected Hydrology 

and Operations 



Current Conditions 

Live Capacity    3.752   MAF 

Capacity on 8/19/13  2.848  MAF 

Available Space     .904  MAF 

Percentage of Full        76  % 

 

 

Reservoir Elev. (Min Power)    5908.00 feet 

Elevation on 8/19/13     6016.23 feet 

Elevation above (Min)      108.23 feet 

 

Average Inflow            700 cfs 

Average Release         1,100 cfs  



CRSP System 

Storage 

 

 

 

Observed April-July Inflow Percent 

of Average Volume 

• Fontenelle – 44% 

• Flaming Gorge – 37% 

• Blue Mesa – 51% 

• Navajo – 36% 

• Glen Canyon – 36% 



Base Flow Flexibility 

• Beginning about June-August and continuing 

through November 

– Variation of ±40% around the annual mean base flow 

• December through February 

– Variation of ±25% around the annual mean base flow 

• Consecutive daily change limited to 3% 

• Hydropower generation at Flaming Gorge limited 

to produce no more than 0.1 meter daily stage 

change at Jensen, Utah 



Flow Recommendation Flexibility 



Base Flow Ranges 



Base Flow Ranges 



USGS Yampa River at Deerlodge and  

Green River at Jensen 



Unregulated Inflow Scenarios 

WY 2014 Forecast 
Most: 1090 (75%) 

Min: 705 (48%) 

Max: 2270 (156%) 

Observed WY 2012 = 68% 

Projected WY 2013 = 42% 



Release Scenarios 

A-J 2014 Forecast 
Most: 750 (77%) 

Min: 402 (41%) 

Max: 1704 (174%) 



April Projected Elevation Ranges 



August Projected Elevation Ranges 

Unregulated 

Inflow 

Forecast 

Percentage 

Exceedance 

Range 

May 1 

Upper 

Limit 

Drawdown 

Elevation 

Level 

1 to 10 6023 ft 

10.1 to 30 6024 ft 

30.1 to 40 6025 ft 

40.1 to 59.9 6027 ft 
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• Questions? 

 

 

 


